
NEWS STAND PRICE $2.25JULY, 2019 • VOLUME 30, NO. 07 • PMA #40008038

Monthly Reminder of being Mi’kmaw Peskewiku’s
July - Animal fur thickens time.

Pulblished by Mi’kmaq-Maliseet Nations News Association b Serving Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Eastern Quebec, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland

“These Stars Will Protect Our 
Workers” Pages 12 - 13

Lest We Forget: Charles Doucette & D-Day
by Keith Mercer
Parks Canada

Marie Doucet-
te never got to 
know her father. 

In 1941, she was only an 
infant when she met him for 
the first and only time.

Charles Doucette, from 
Membertou First Nation in 
Unama’ki (Cape Breton Is-
land), was a private with the 
North Nova Scotia High-
landers during the Second 
World War. He was already 
receiving military training 
in Halifax when Marie was 
born. He came home for a 
short visit, perhaps only 90 
minutes or so, before be-
ing called back to Halifax 
and eventually to the battle-
fields of Europe. Tragic-
ally, Doucette died in 1944, 
during the early stages of 
the D-Day campaign in 
Normandy, France. He was 
only 31.

Doucette left behind a 
wife and four young daugh-
ters.

Fast forward 75 years, 
and Marie came to Halifax 
to see her father honoured 
for his service and sacri-
fice. She was joined by her 
daughter and a number of 
Doucette’s grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. It 
was a special moment.

June 6, 2019, marked the 
75th anniversary of D-Day, 
the start of the Allied of-
fensive that drove the Ger-
mans from Western Europe. 
14,000 Canadians stormed 
the beaches of Normandy on 
that day in 1944. 359 never 
came home. 5,000 more fell 
during the 11-week Battle 
of Normandy, in addition to 
many other casualties.

In Halifax, on June 6, 
veterans, servicemen and 
women, dignitaries, and 
families gathered to remem-
ber this fateful day and to 

pay tribute to those who lost 
their lives.

Gov.-General Julie Pay-
ette, who attended a D-Day 
ceremony at Juno Beach in 
France earlier in the day, 
reflected on this historic an-
niversary.

“We must remember 
this crucial battle. We must 
remember the amazing ac-
complishments of the sixth 
of June, 1944, and we must 
remember the lives that 
were lost, the bodies that 
were wounded. First and 
foremost, we must remem-
ber that working together is 
our hope for the future, for 
our future.”

Payette shook hands with 
seven veterans of the D-Day 
invasion in attendance. 

Don Julien, the Execu-
tive Director of The Con-
federacy of the Mainland 
Mi’kmaq (CMM) and an 
Honourary Colonel with 
the Canadian Army, also 
addressed the audience, but 
particularly the D-Day vet-
erans seated before him.

“On behalf of the 
Mi’kmaq, thank you for 

your sacrifice, as well as all 
the Canadian soldiers that 
participated in the D-Day 
operations on June 6, 1944.”

Julien served in Cyprus, 
a veteran of the Canadian 
Armed Forces.

Wilbert Marshall, the 
Chief for Potlotek First Na-
tion, represented the Assem-
bly of Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq 
Chiefs at this event.

Julien highlighted the 
story of Charles Doucet-
te, asking Marie and other 
family members to stand 
and be recognized as he did 
so.

On June 7, the day after 
D-Day, Doucette’s unit was 
captured in Normandy by 
the 12th SS German Panzer 
Division under the notorious 
Kurt Meyer. The Canadians 
surrendered, believing that 
they would be treated hu-
manely, but Meyer had re-
portedly given orders earlier 
in the day that no prisoners 
would be accepted – con-
trary to the Geneva Con-
ventions on the treatment of 
Prisoners of War.

Doucette and 17 other 

Canadians were marched 
to the nearby Abbaye d’Ar-
denne and executed and 
buried in its garden.

All told, it is believed 
that the Nazis executed 
more than 150 Canadian 
prisoners on June 7-8, fol-
lowing the Allied landing at 
Normandy.

Meyer was tried and con-
victed of war crimes after 
the war, for condoning the 
execution of Canadian pris-
oners. He was sentenced to 
death, but that was commut-
ed to life imprisonment. He 
was released from prison in 
1954 after having spent less 
than 10 years behind bars.

Doucette and the other 
Canadians are buried at the 
Bény-Sur-Mer Canadian 
War Cemetery in France, 
near the D-Day landing site.

Doucette was one of ap-
proximately 125 Mi’kmaw 
volunteers from Nova Sco-
tia during the war. More 
than 3,000 Indigenous, 
Metis, and Inuit men and 
women served with bravery 
and distinction in this con-
flict, representing the whole 

country.
Reflecting on the cere-

mony in Halifax, Sharon 
Rudderham, granddaugh-
ter of Doucette, stated that 
“Our entire family was 
honoured to share the story 
of our grandfather Pte. 
Charles Doucette’s sacrifice 
and murder at the Abbaye 
De Arden during the Juno 
Beach invasion.”

Troy Paul, a grandson, 
has perhaps led the way in 
keeping Doucette’s mem-
ory alive and sharing his 
story with the next gener-
ation of Mi’kmaq, includ-
ing attending major D-Day 
ceremonies in France and 
Germany this year.

“This story of sacrifice 
is one that every Canadian 
should know,” Paul re-
flected on his visit to Eur-
ope. “My gift of flowers, 
the singing of the Mi’kmaw 
honour song while visiting 
his grave in France at the 
Beny-Sur-Mur Canadian 
Cemetery was very emo-
tional. This is a song he 
never heard until we went in 
June 2019 – 75 years after 

his death.”
The Halifax ceremony 

was organized by Veterans 
Affairs Canada, with sup-
port from the Canadian 
Armed Forces and Parks 
Canada.

Parks Canada was proud 
to be a part of this commem-
oration. We have worked 
with the Doucette family in 
creating a new interpretive 
panel on Doucette, part of 
our Hometown Heroes ser-
ies which tell the stories of 
individual women and men 
who played both significant 
and unsung roles during the 
World Wars.

You will be able to see 
this panel on the Halifax 
boardwalk later this sum-
mer.

This is one of many col-
laborations between Parks 
Canada and the Mi’kmaq of 
Nova Scotia in recent years. 
This includes a partnership 
with CMM on major exhibit 
projects at Fort Anne and 
Halifax Citadel National 
Historic Sites. b

Family of Charles Doucette at a reception at the Halifax Citadel National Historic 
Site following the D-Day ceremony. Pictured with his Hometown Heroes panel.
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Don Julien speaking at the D-Day ceremony in Halifax.
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